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A DIALOGUE between FEST and EARNEST 
Concerning the T] ME S. 


From Saturbap Ocecember the 18¢h. to Cuiesday the 21th. 1703. 





Felt. ELL, a good Sturdy Forehead «is 

of Exceilent ufe in the Days of 
Tribulation. 2Vob’s the fame Man to a ‘itrle 
{til], and carries off his Misfortunes with fuch 
an Air of Affurance, that you would rather 
think him above the Cenfure of Parliaments, 
than fall’n under ‘their Difpleafure. 

Earn. Let every one take their own way, his 
Management -is peculiar to himfelf-; buc if I 
miftake not, he tells another fort of Story ina 
Day or two ; and all the Friends he has tthe 
Mint, will-not be of fufficient Force to. protect 
him. Here’s aBook here in my Hand, call‘d, 
The Tryal, Examination, and Condemnation of Re- 
bellion Nob. You may have it at Mr. Nute’s, 
that has ftruck him into a Heap at once. 

Jeft. Why:truly, in my Opinion, he look'd 
like one All of «4 Heap before the Pamphlet faw 
the light. “But what Merry Rogueis this that 
has play’d him fuch a Trick, before he has 
thought fit to. give his Appearance before the 
Committee. 

Earn. Some body or other that bears him a 
particular Kindnefs, {il warrant you; take 
my word for it, he’s no Scotchman, he has fuch 
an Averfion tothe Sin of Rebelion, This may 
be of great ufe to let the Pesfons concern’din 
his Profecution into the Knowledge of his fe- 
yeral Crimes, and Point onc the Particular 
Numbers of <2ch Obfervator, that may render 
him Guilty of the wicked Praétices he itands 
Accus’d of, and by this Means fave a great 
deal of Trouble the GCommittce may be put to, 
in enquiring into his Papers. . 

Feft. Vil away with it to Weftminfter this ve- 
ry Minute. Tentoone but tre turnifhes me with 
another Teme, than the date Horrible Storm, 
which he recommends to ‘nic in-his laft, before 
many Days have gone over his Head, and his 
Elegy and lait Dying Words may be Bawl’d 
abont the Streets, inthe room of a Panegyrick, 
unlefs he fhews the Government a fair Pair of 
Heels, and rubs of to Holland once more, or 
joyns the Male-Contents in Scoeland, 

Earn. The Nature of his Grimes are fuch, 
as to amount to little lefs than Treafon, if 
the Rigour of the Law were made ufe of; 
For, That he has blown the Trumpet of Sedi- 
dition, That he has excited Her Majefty’s Sub- 
jects in England, Seotland, and Ireland, to take 
up Arms againit Her, under the Pretence of 
Afferting their Native Rights; That he kas 


Robb’d the Crown of its juft Prerogatives, is as 
apparent as that he has taken upon him’ to 
Dictate to Parliaments, and Prefcribe to the 
Council of His Royal Highnefs the Prince of 


Denmark. 





Jet. Aid to Convince usthat he defigns 
nothiag Jefs than Rebellion, he furnifhes his 
Conntryn:an with Cwo good Proreftane Muf- 
qucts, and Three Basket tilted Swords, that were 
“sa «t Maitton-Moor, Edge-Hill, avd Wun 
Kitk, in favour of an Ufurper, to Vindicate 
the iame Caafe again, when occafion hall of- 
fer. ut what adds to the Pleafantry of the 
Matter, isthe Choicehe has made of a@ Gun- 
fmith to provide him a Blunderbufs 5 Tom 
Pyior! Without doubt a Man of as Excel« 
lent Morals as himflf. Had his Inftrument of 
Death Monger been calitd War, and hirSword- 
Cuttler fallen under the Denominalion ‘of 
Fack Cade, never would Man have had Two 
Humble Servants, more to his Purpofe He 
might have beenas Planfible and Defenfible as 
the little Mercurial Mulickiclier in St. P2z/’s 
Church-Yard deiir'd tobe, and have jtooa Buff 
againit all his Enemies. 

Earn, Let the Perty which he has been A- 
dop:éd Secreta:y ta, go on with their Shew 
weare not to be frighted by their appearing fo 
openly againff the Church and Gove:nmene 
Eftablithd. We have a Parliament that has 
braviy Refolvd teftand by them both, with 
their Lives anc Fortunes, and made fuch Pio. - 
vifion for the Security of the Kingdom, by 
Voteing the Refumption of thofe Grants that 
Nourifh’d the profefs'd Enemies of it, that we 
have nothing to fear from the Heads of ’em 
for the future, who muft Refund what has 
hitherts kept Life in the Party, and of cone 
fequence deftroy ir, 

Jest. That very Refolution will bring into 
the Treasury at leaft Two hundred thoufand 
Pounds. { proteft a very pretty Sum to ftrength- 
en our felves and weaken our Enemies with; 
Amen, Say 1, Grant Heaven, that foch a Bill 
as this may pafs. There is likewife a great 
probability, that tother Irregularites which 
nave notwithftanding the Quéen’s exprefs Or- 
der to the Contrary, crept into the Admini- 
ftration, will be Redrefs‘d, as Buying and 
Selling of Offices Ecclefiaftical or Civil, 

Earn. | fhould Rejoyce at an Actof Parlia- 
ment to this Effect; And have had a Query 
lying by meon that Head, which I take this 


Opportunity of Explaining to you; It runs 


thus : 

Whether it be Lawful and Convenient to [ek 
Offices, either Judicial or Ministerial, to Sale ? 

Earn, The buying and felling of Publick 
Offices, either Judicial or Minifterial, giveth 
Occalion, and farther conflraineth thofe Men 
to take Bribes, andto be Covetous ( who ac- 
cording to the Counfel of Ferhro given to A1os 
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o be fartheft from it. For fo long 
fer )° p of Judgment fall be Vendiole, 
and beftow’d upon him that offereth moft, we 
fhall always fee, That for Money, fuch as = 
moft Ignorant, worft Livers, and Unworthie 
will be the Firft and Chiefeft. Now what Ju- 
ftice can be hop’d for of fuch Men? For af- 
ter they are once placed therein, the chiefeft 
Refpect is toreap Gain, Profit, and Advan- 
tage, according to that Value and Rate of Mo- 
ney whichthey laid outupon it. Did my Of. 
fice coft me fo much? Then it muft be thas 
much worth unto me ; for if I had employ d 
my Money elfewhere, I might have had thus 
much otf Revenues, and Inheritance. — The 
Emperour Alexander, and after him Lewis 12th 
of France, wfed this Speech long fince by way 
of Prophecy, That Buyers of Offices would fell by 
Retale as dear as they could that which they bought 
in Grofs. And for this Caufe a wife Politician 
heretofore hath written, that they which fet to 
Sale Eftates, Offices and Benefices, fell withal 
the moft facred Thing in the World, which is 
Juftice ; They fell Commonwealth, they fell 
the Klocd of the Subjects, they fell the Laws : 
And taking away the Reward of Honour, of 
Virtue, of Knowledge, of Goodnefs, of Reli- 
gion, they open a Gate to Thefts, to bribes, 
to Covetoufnefs, to Juftice, to [guorance, to 

Impiety : In a word, to ali kind of Vice and 
Filthincfs. . 

it was an Excellent Eulogy given by the Hi. 
ftorian to Lewis the oth of France, ° That the 
“Realm being corrupted with the Injuftice and 
¢ Extortion of the former Reigns, by the Sale of 
‘Offices and Places of Truft; This King Lemss 
‘did exprefly Prohibit thofe Sales, fupplied 
“fuch Places as were void, according to the 
“Perfons, after due Examination, to draw good 
“Men, and of Underftanding to apply them- 
‘felves to Study, otherwife they fhould be 
¢ fhrewdly tempted, rather to have Stored them- 
“felves with Money, tRan Merit; withGold, 
‘than Goodnefs. 

The Learned Murray {peaking to H. 4. of 
France, in his Meditation upon the 101 Pfalm. 
fol.135§, faith thus, The Prince’s Eye and Face 
fhould be upon the veft Sort of Men, to fet them in 
Offices, and beftow Charges upon them’; Thofe that 
affett {uch Places, he {hould alway: fufpett them, 
their Perfons and Prattices ; for be that is earn- 
estly aiming at an Office, or Living, without doubt 
defireth it for the Profit, and not for the Charge. 

The Romans had a Law, call’d Lex Julia de 
Ambicu, which enacted, That thofe who did 
compafs, and attain Honour and Magiftracy by 
Money, fhould be punifh’d with great Pecuniary 
Muléts, and alfo be made Infamous. Godwin's 
Antiqg. 1.3. feét. 4.¢. 18. p.341. So the Empe- 
rour 7 hcodofins and Valentianus madea Law, J hat 
xo Publick Employments fhould be Conferr’d upon 
Perfons, either for Ambition, or Bribes, or Pro- 
mifes, or for any Price that fhall be given fer them, 
but meerly for that they are A4cn of Honourable and 
Virtuous Difpofition, and of « Good and approved 

fe. Cod. 19.27.6. But why fhould we travel 
omuch abroad, feeing we have Laws of our 
own to fhew the Unlawfulnefs of fetting of Of- 
fices to Sale, namely 12 R,2.¢c. 2. and 5 Eliz. 
6. c.46. The former enacts, That none {ball ob- 
tain Offices by Sait, or for Reward, but upon De- 
fert; And the latter ordaineth Penalty for 
Bnying aud Seling of fome Sort of Offices, 
| feo oc nary 





tiated by D. Edwards and Sold by 


the Bookfellers of London and Weftminfier. 1703. 





Feft. In return to your Obligation, take the 
following Verfes, which, tho’ written fome time 
fince, are applicable tothe prefent Times, | 

F all the Faétions in the Town, 
Mov'd by Scotch Springs or Flemith wheels, 

None turns Religion upfide down, 
Nor tears Pretences out at Heels. 
Like Splaymouth with his Brace of Caps 
Whofe Conventicle might be C ram a perkaps ¢ 
By the Demenfions of his Chaps, 

He whom the Sifters fo adore, 
Counting his Aftions all Divine, — 
Who, when the Spirst hints, can roar, 
And if Occafion ferves, can whine ; 
Nay he can Bellow, Bray or Bark, 
Was evucr fike a Benk-learn’d Clark , 
That [peaks all Lingua's of the Ark. 

To draw in Projelytes like Bees, 
With pleafing Twang he tones his Profe, 
Fide gsves bis Handkerchief a Squeeze, 
And draws John Calvin by the Nofe. 
Motive on Motive ke obirisdes : 
With Slip-Stockir’ Similitudes, 
Eight ufes more, aud fo concludes. 

When Monarchy began to Bleed, 
And Treafon btu a fine new Name ; 
When Thames was Baldexdafh'd with T weed, 
And Pulpits did like Beacons flame, 
When Jeroboam’s Calves were Rear'd, 
And Laud mas neither Lov’d nor Fear'd, é 
This Gofpel Comet fi: SF appear'd. 

Soon his Unhalow'd Fingers ftript 
Fis Sovereign Licge of Power and Land ; 
And having Smote his Master, flipt 
Fs Sword into nis Fellows hand ; 

But be that wears his Ey:: may note | 
Oft times a Buscher binds a Goat, 
And leaves his Boy to Ct ver Throat. ¢ 

Poor England felt bis Fury then, 
Outweigh'd Queen Mary’s mary Grains. 
fie very Preaching Slew more Men, 

Than Bonner's Faggots, Stakes and Chains, 
With Dog-ftar Zeat, and Lungs like Boreas, 
fe Fought, and Taught, and what's Notorious, 
Destroy'd ins Lord io make him Glorious. 

Kip: for Reveliton he begins 
To Rally up the Saints in Swarms, 

He bawls aloud Sirs \cave your Sins, 
But whifpers Boys ftand to your Arms ; 
Thus he grows infolently Rude, 
Thinking bis Gods can'e be [ubdu'd é 
Money, J mean, and Moliitude. 

No Magistrate he values more 
Than Ufurers a good Confcience, 
Vowing he'll not Conform before 
The Church admits of Nonfenfe ; 
Fie calls the Bifhop Gray Beard Goff, 
And makes his Power as meer a Stoff 
4s Dagon when his Hands mere off 

Fark how he Opens with full Cry, 

Halloo, my Hearts, beware of Rome ; 
Cowards that are afraid to Die, 

Thus make Domeftick Broils at bome : 
How quietly Great ANNE might Reign 
Would all thefe Hotfpurs Crofs the Main, 
And Preach down Popery in Spain. 

f would as foon turn back to Mafs, 

Or charge my Phrafe to Thee and Thou, 
Let the Pope Ride me like an Afs, 

And bis Priefis Milk me like a Com, 

As buckle to Republick Laws, 


The Bad Effeds o'th’ Good Old Caufe, ¢ 
That bath Dove’s Plumes,but Vulture’s Claws. 


—— et 











